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Foreword

This publication “In search of Udmurt pearls in Estonian archives” contains 
comments, notes and references to material collected on Udmurt territories 
by researchers from Estonia and other countries and now stored in Estonian 
archives. The information collected by Estonian researchers is diverse and 
varied – according to the objectives and interests of the researcher, groups 
of researchers and research institutions, and the specific periods of field 
work carried out. Among the collectors there are linguists, ethnographers, 
folklorists, musicologists, artists, photographers, cinema operators and 
public sector specialists. The longest and periodic fieldwork took place in 
 Udmurt Republic, but also visits were paid to Udmurt habitats in Tatarstan, 
Bashkortostan, Kirov region, Mari El, Perm and Krasnoyarsk Krai. Most of 
the audio collection has not been written or described, and so this material 
is waiting for its “discoverer” who will scientifically interpret and use the 
unique information found there. Aiming at illustrating the publication and at 
showing that some of the material was already been published by Estonian 
and foreign scientists, I have analysed the best-known publications since the 
19th century. At the end of the piece, there is a list of publications I disco-
vered that are not in the footnotes. I made a literary adaptation of a small 
part of the material, and the publication contains one part of  these texts: 
tales of rituals and customs, other ethnographic and folk descriptions, folk 
tales and songs. In interpreting the meanings of more complex concepts, 
I considered the dialects, the local peculiarities of ritual tradition and the 
peculiarities of customs, which I know well because I did fieldwork in many 
of the settlements studied by scientists. The material prepared for research is 
kept in manuscript form, as diaries, audio and video recordings, pictures, il-
lustrations, schemes, maps, material culture exhibits and digitalized records 
of the Estonian Folklore Archives of the Estonian Literary Museum, in the 
Estonian National Museum, Estonian Language Institute, Institute of the 
Estonian and General Linguistics of the University of Tartu, the Estonian 
Academy of Arts and Estonian Academy of Music and Theatre.
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I express my deep gratitude to my colleagues, friends and employees 
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Notes on the History of Udmurtian 
Studies

The proposed work can hardly be called exhaustive, since the steps that 
are being taken are only the first ones in the research of the historiography 
of the study of Udmurts in Estonia. It is still difficult to tell what was the 
first ever published source on Udmurts (called Votyaks in early editions) or 
the first mention of them. Obviously (and this is just the author’s assump-
tion, because there, perhaps, will be other, earlier editions or archival data 
that have not yet been discovered), this historiography list is topped by the 
 three-volume edition (later reviewed in the Western scientific circles as “one 
of the best books about Russia”1) of “Beiträge zur Kenntnis des Innern von 
Russland”2 by the German-speaking author, therapist Johann Friedrich Erd-
mann, known as Fyodor Khristoforovich Erdmann in Russian, published 
respectively in Riga and Tartu (I part) in 1822 and in Leipzig (II and III 
parts) in 1825 and 1826.

The subsequent editions up to 2008 have been mentioned briefly, with 
references “Ethnological study of the Udmurts in Estonia: researchers, 
scientific traditions, methods”3 by Svetlana Karm with some additions 
as her article included publications with a detailed annotation, some of 
which had been known and others had been discovered by the author. It 
analyzed the scientific traditions and methods of individual researchers 
and research centers as well as provided a critical review of the collected 
and published material; therefore, there is no need to name them here 
and rather gather new works and publications. The linguists have played 
an important role in the study of the Finno-Ugric peoples; these include 
Ferdinand Johann Wiedemann, who published the first scientific grammar 
of the Udmurt language with an annex of German-Udmurt and Udmurt-
German dictionary, as well as the comparative grammar of the Udmurt 
and Komi languages4. A notable legacy in Udmurt ethnography was left 
by, a physician and ethnographer Maximilian Theodor Buch = Max Buch 
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(Maximilian Theodor Buch)5, Estonian Räpina town native. His name is 
associated with the appearance of the first museum exhibits on Udmurts in 
Estonia, the photographs from the funds of the  Estonian National Museum, 
gifted by the Estonian Learned Society (Õpetatud Eesti Selts, ÕES) in 1923.

The famous Russian and Soviet scientist Dmitry Konstantinovich 
Zelenin, while still a student at the University of Tartu, compiled a guide 
to the Kama region6, in which natural-geographical descriptions are 
interspersed with ethnographic and historical sketches of peoples living in 
that region, including the Udmurts. Svetlana Karm summarized the works 
about Udmurts form 19th – early 20th centuries Estonia, having concluded 
that they were a clear example of the ethnological description of cultures 
of that time, i.e. described the life, customs, beliefs, and economy of 
Udmurts and made an assessment of the level of social life development and 
psychological traits of Udmurts in comparison with other peoples within the 
framework and at the level of research and generalization methods inherent 
to the science of that time7. A foundation of the Estonian-language national 
University of Tartu in 1919 and the creation of the Department of Estonian 
and Comparative Folklore began a new stage in the study of the Finno-
Ugric peoples living in the USSR. The Finnish ethnographer Ilmari Justus 
Manninen, known as a supporter of the study of peoples using historical, 
comparative typological, and cartographic approaches, played a significant 
role in the conceptual orientation of ethnographic research at the University 
of Tartu and at the Estonian National Museum8. He is also the author of a 
textbook on the ethnography of the Finno-Ugric peoples9. An interest in 
the Finno-Ugric peoples permeated the research works of Julius Mark in 
subsequent years10. This good tradition evolved, and the Department of 
Finno-Ugric Languages of the University of Tartu became the center of the 
Soviet Finno-Ugric studies after a certain time, the famous scientific school 
formed here under the leadership of Paul Ariste. The scientist, in addition 
to teaching in the broadest sense of this word, was also the founder and the 
editor-in-chief of “The Soviet Finno-Ugric Studies” journal11. Such Udmurt 
graduate students as I.V. Tarakanov12, M. G. Atamanov13, B. S. Zagulyaeva14 
studied and defended their theses under his mentorship. 

Later, L. L. Karpova continued the tradition and studied at the master 
and doctoral levels at this famous department (from 1991 to 1997). T.G. 
Perevozchikova (Vladykina) completed her postgraduate studies at the 
Department of Estonian and Comparative Folklore (from 1975 to 1978). 
M.G. Khodyreva15 (1990) and I. M. Nureyeva16 (1991) completed scientific 
practice at the Ethnomusicology Department of the Estonian Museum of 
Literature (called Museum of the Estonian Academy of Sciences of F.R 
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Kreutzwald at that time)17. The Estonian Literary Museum played a leading 
role in the collection and recording of oral folk art since the late 1950s. 
Therefore, an immense amount of unprocessed materials is concentrated in 
its archives. Years later, the Estonian National Museum (ENM) also began 
its comprehensive research about Udmurts.18 A new stage in the collection 
and replenishment of Udmurt museum collections (objects, photographs, 
drawings, field diaries, and ethnographic descriptions, later also film and 
video materials) began with the activities of Kalju Konsin, the researcher 
who made trips to Udmurtia in 1971 and 1973. From 1977, complex 
expeditions to visit Udmurts were organized by the museum annually, with 
some years seeing even several expeditions. They were led by Aleksei 
Peterson, the then director of ENM; the Udmurt Republican Museum of 
Local Lore (URKM, now the National Museum of the Udmurt Republic of 
Kuzebay Gerd, NMUR) and the head of the department of pre-revolutionary 
history, Serafima Lebedeva who was a permanent leader of the expeditions, 
supported a fruitful cooperation with the Udmurts, with other scientific 
workers being also involved in the field work. The interest to the study of the 
Finno-Ugric peoples spread to other institutions in Estonia since then. The 
Estonian State Institute of Art (now the Estonian Academy of Arts19) began 
its annual educational and practical trips to visit the Finno-Ugric peoples in 
1978, the expeditions were headed by Kaljo Põllu, later by Kadri Viires and 
others; drawings and some photographs that were made and taken by the 
participants, have been presented to the ENM and are now preserved by it20. 
Kadri Viires mentioned in her personal correspondence that she stored the 
journal of 1999 expedition to Udmurts, Mari, and Estonians of Bashkiria, 
the diary describes the impressions of all participants. A distinctive and 
advantageous features of the research collections in the Estonian archives 
are the rich audiovisual collections (audio recordings, film and videotapes, 
and photographs). The Estonian National Museum was the leading museum 
of the Soviet period that collected information not only in the form of text, 
but also in the audiovisual format. The gathered audiovisual collections are 
kept in conditions that are adequate for such type of exhibits. The creation of 
scientific (primarily ethnographic) films made a significant contribution to 
the study of Udmurts21. The preparation and the filming alone could last for 
several years; the work testifies to the knowledge of the Udmurt traditions by 
its creators; it is worth mentioning the successful formulation of problems 
and tasks for the performers, methods and ways of creating scientific films, 
the skills of camera operators and their ability to record important moments 
of events, which resulted in high-quality films with an excellent structural 
plot composition and architectonics. Aado Lintrop was directly involved in 
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the making of ethnographic films about the Udmurts as a cameraman from 
the very onset of work, he later became a successful Udmurtian scholar and 
defended his doctoral dissertation on Udmurt beliefs, in which he outlined 
the common and distinctive features of the people. The scientist continues 
his scientific research among the Udmurts, studying and comprehending 
new topics, he is always able to find amazing and impressive details as 
well as a new point of view to analyze them22. Interest in Udmurts was 
shown not only by ethnographers and folklorists. Ethnogeographer Heno 
Sarv covered historical, migration-demographic, sociocultural, political, 
and economic questions in his studies23. A number of studies were also 
presented by the sociologist Rein Taagepera with the aim of presenting 
the Finno-Ugric peoples to the Western readers24. Since 1999, the State 
Program for the Support of Languages and Cultures of Uralic Peoples 
has been active in Estonia25, its main goal or priority areas have been to 
support the preservation and development of languages and cultures of the 
related indigenous Uralic (Finno-Ugric and Samoyed) peoples. Thanks to 
this program, representatives of the Finno-Ugric peoples from the Russian 
Federation, including Udmurts, could study at the Estonian higher education 
institutions. Students, undergraduates, doctoral students, and interns have 
studied at Tartu (Tartu Ülikool) and Tallinn (Tallinna Ülikool) universities, 
the Estonian University of Life Sciences (Eesti Maaülikool), the Estonian 
Academy of Music and Theater (Eesti Muusika- ja Teatriakadeemia), the 
Estonian Academy of Arts (Eesti Kunstiakadeemia), and Tallinn University 
of Technology (Tallinna Tehnikaülikool). Some of them have written 
and defended theses on Udmurt topics of various areas; some as Tatyana 
Minniyakhmetova (2003), Svetlana Yadygarova (2010), Elena Ryabina 
(2011), Nikolay Anisimov (2017), Maria Korepanova (2019)26. Anna 
Baydullina, Sergei Sidorov, Pavel Kutergin continue to work on the topic. 
Not only Udmurts studied and wrote research papers within the framework of 
the program. With the help of Udmurt colleagues, young Estonian scientists 
and enthusiasts have worked on the creation of documentary films27, photo 
and art exhibitions, organization of scientific conferences and symposia, 
thematic evenings and presentations, popular science performances of 
music, song, and dance art as well as have been engaged in the translation 
of fiction and scientific literature from Udmurt into Estonian and from 
Estonian into Udmurt28. It is noteworthy that the collected materials have 
been introduced into scientific circulation and comprehended not only by 
the collectors themselves, but also by other researchers. The works of Aado 
Lintrop were mentioned earlier. Aleksey Peterson also extensively referred 
to the Udmurt materials29; his field diaries were published in the Estonian 
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and Udmurt languages, the publication was developed by Udmurtian 
scholars under the Kindred People’s Programme30. Svetlana Karm examines 
and discusses the accumulated information in her articles and doctoral 
thesis from different viewpoints. The materials of the Estonian funds 
were used by the author of these lines, as well as by Nikolay Anisimov, a 
researcher at the Department of Folklore Studies of the Estonian Literary 
Museum, in his doctoral theses and other scientific publications. Nikolay 
Anisimov’s scientific task is studying various aspects of the traditional and 
modern culture of the Udmurts. Several times a year, he conducts fieldwork 
in local groups of (mainly the Southern and Zakamsk) Udmurts, publishes 
articles in scientific and popular scientific publications (in Estonia and 
internationally). The active cooperation of Estonian and Udmurt scientists 
is also facilitated by the international agreement on cooperation between the 
UDLL UdmFIC UB RAS and the Estonian Literary Museum. We (Nikolay 
Anisimov, Tatyana Minniyakhmetova) are also collectors of folk knowledge 
of Udmurts, so our materials will be transferred to the museum’s archives. 
The Department of Folklore Studies of the Estonian Literary Museum has 
photographs and video materials on Udmurts, recorded by Mare Kõiva, the 
head of the Department of Folklore Studies and the leading researcher of 
the Museum, and Andres Kuperjanov, the researcher of the Department of 
Folklore Studies, during their trips to Udmurts and Besermians in Udmurtia.

Since 2013, Estonian and Udmurt researchers have been actively 
collecting material, primarily on the Zakamsk diaspora group of Udmurts, 
under the guidance of Eva Toulouze, the researcher at the Institute for 
Cultural Research at the University of Tartu, professor of Finno-Ugric 
studies at the INALCO Institute of Oriental Languages and Cultures in Paris, 
within the framework of the Estonian project (PUT 590 “Modern Finno-
Ugric Animism”) and the French project (IUF “Interdisciplinary study of 
the animistic minority of Russia: rituals, customs, and consolidation of the 
Zakamsk Udmurt community today”). The working group is composed of 
Laur Vallikivi, a senior researcher at the Institute for Cultural Research at the 
University of Tartu, Liivo Niglas, a visual anthropologist and a researcher 
at the Institute for Cultural Research at the University of Tartu, Nikolay 
Anisimov, a researcher of the Estonian Literary Museum and a junior 
researcher of the UIIYaL of the UdmFIC UB RAS, and Ranus Sadikov, a 
leading researcher of the Institute of Ethnological Studies of R.G. Kuzeev 
at the Ufa Scientific Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences. To date, 
this research has resulted in publication of more than 20 scientific articles, 
four anthropological films about Zakamsk Udmurt prayer culture, speeches 
at various conferences, etc. Additionally, several monographs on musical 
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folklore, on traditional prayers of Zakamsk Udmurts, etc. are in preparation 
for publication. The study of Udmurts continues, and archival materials are 
all the time being updated and multiplied. 
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