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Humor and Figurative 
Language
This paper will address the following 
questions: What is figurative language, and 
how does it differ from ‘literal’ or ‘zero-
degree’ communication? When does a figure 
of speech become humorous? And how does 
figurativeness relate to other basic features 
of humor, such as script opposition? The 
paper will provide a systematic overview of 
classic and recent studies on figurative 
language and humour (from Raskin’s early 

work on metaphor to interdisciplinary contributions in the field of cognitive 
linguistics), transcending the fuzzy boundary between the stylistic and conceptual 
dimensions of humorous expression – or, in different terms, between ‘figures of 
language’ and ‘figures of meaning.’ Moreover, we will highlight the potential for 
interdisciplinary collaborations on the topic, including for example new avenues for 
research on humorous interaction between verbal and non-verbal figures.
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