Culture as a battlefield and a tool of warfare

Online seminar

January 23, 2023, 15:00-18:00

Prof. Anna Verschik (Tallinn University)*

Language choice and (reversing) language shift, with a discussion of examples
of some Ukrainian poets and writers

The presentation discusses the undoing of earlier language shift (from Ukrainian to Russian and back
again) that started already after Maidan of 2014 and is gaining ground. This concerns not only general
public but also poets and writers (for instance, Volodymyr Refeenko, Alex Averbuch, lya Kiva).

Prof. Mark Lipovetsky (Columbia University)*

A new official style?

Looking at some films and TV series that were produced in Russia after 2014, and comparing
them most recent propaganda videos, | will try to define more or less stable features of the
“official style”. This Socialist Realism 2.0 actively enforces nostalgia for the Soviet period,
homophobia, sexism, racism and nationalism, but does it in a way that comforts the viewer
rather than tries to change his/her worldview.

Prof. Maja Soboleva (Philipps-University of Marburg University)*

While the guns are firing, the muses are silent [Koraa cTpensior nywku, mysbl
monyar]

Points for discussion:

1) Two meanings of the concept of "culture": culture as a norm and culture as the creation of
meanings [[lBa CMbIC/1a NOHATUA «KYAbTypa»: KyAbTypa Kak HOPMa U Ky/ibTypa Kak co3gaHue
cmbicnos].

2) Value aspects of culture: the process of naturalization of values in modern Russia
[LleHHOCTHbIe acneKTbl Ky/bTypbl: NPOLECC HaTypanusalmm LeHHOCTEN B COBPEMEHHOM
Poccuu].

3) Retropolitics of modern Russia [PeTpononntnka coBpemeHHom Poccuu].

Implicit questions: Culture presupposes creative autonomy of the individual, can we talk
about a culture where this is not? Is mass culture a free acceptance of values or their
implantation? Is the imposition of values a degradation of culture, since it involves the
usurpation of individual freedom? Propaganda and creation of myths as a tool of warfare? Is
this the transformation of the people into an unintelligent mass, the reduction of the field of
culture, lack of culture?

NmnanumTHble Bonpockl: KynbTypa npeanonaraeT TBOPUYECKYO aBTOHOMMIO IMYHOCTU, MOMKHO
/11 TOBOPUTBL O Ky/bType, rae 3Toro HeT? MaccoBas Ky/bTypa — 3T0 cBob6oaHOe NpuHATUE



LEHHOCTEM UK UX HacaxKaeHWe? HacaxkaeHne LeHHOCTEN — 3TO Aerpaauma KyabTypbl,
MOCKO/IbKY NpeAnonaraeT y3ypnaunio nHamMenayanbHon ceoboapl? MponaraHga v co3ganume
MUPOB KaK MHCTPYMEHT BeAeHUs BOMHbI? DTO NpeBpaLLeHNe Hapoda B HEAYMAIOLLYO mMaccy,
COKpaLLeHMe NoAA KynbTypbl, 6eckynbTypue?
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