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The Origin of Money Chain Letters
VanArsdale, Daniel W., He3aBUCHUMBII HCCIIET0BATEND

In 1935 a chain letter began circulating in the American west that within a year had swept
through the world in a torrent of hundreds of millions of copies. This was the first money
chain letter, the infamous "Send-a-Dime" letter. We compare here the text of Send-a-Dime
with a luck chain letter published by Henry Hyatt in 1933. Most significant, they both began
with a list of six names and the instructions to remove the top name, place the reader's name
at the bottom and distribute five copies. Such an "escalating™ list of names and addresses is
what makes all money and exchange chain letters work. The Hyatt letter contains the earliest
known example of an escalating list, but did not ask that any money be sent.
By contrast, Send-a-Dime asked that a dime be sent to the person whose name had been
removed from the list. We argue here that the letter was the creation of one person, an
anonymous Denver woman whom we call Jane Doe. Diverse evidence is cited to show that
Jane Doe intended Send-a-Dime to produce charitable contributions to impoverished victims
of the Great Depression, and that she herself did not benefit financially from it. We
hypothesize how clever innovations in the letter probably worked to produce its phenomenal
replication.

,,CBHTOC NUCbMO* KaK KOJUIEKTHBHBIH TEKCT: JMHAMHKA JKaHpa
Z[apbf[ AJ'IeI(CaHI[pOBHa Panuenko, He3aBUCUMBIM UCCIEIOBATEND

Pa3BuTHe TEKCTOB ,,CBATBIX MHCEM» U IIHCEM CYACTHA B PYCCKOA3BIYHOW Tpaguuuu XX-
XXl Beka xapakTepHO i  (OJTBKIOPHOTO KaHpa, TOMEIIEHHOTO B  CJIOXHBIN
KOMMYHHUKATHBHBII KOHTEKCT. Ilepememiasich M3 PYyKONMUCHBIX COOPHHUKOB amokpuQoB B
WHTEPHET, U3 CUTyalluu ObITOBAaHHS B OTPAaHUMYEHHOM JIOKAJIBbHOHN rpymme K myOiauKanuu B
neHTpanpHelx CMHM, nupKynupyromue B IOCTCOBETCKOM IPOCTPAHCTBE  «IIUCHMa»
3HAYUTENIbHO HW3MEHSIIOTCS, OTpaXkas JAMHAMUKY TMPAKTUKH OOMEHa TaKUMH TEKCTaMu.
HecMmoTpss Ha yCTaHOBKY CakpaJbHOCTH TAaKOIO TEKCTa, YYAaCTHUKH KOMMYHHUKALIUU
ITIOCTOSIHHO KOPPEKTHPYIOT €r0, OCHOBBIBASICh KAK HAa CBOMX IPEICTABICHUAX O IIparMaTvke
9TOM TpaguLUU, TaK U HA IPEALIESCTBYIOLIEM OIBITE B3aUMOJEHUCTBUS C )KaHPOM «KPYTOBBIX
mucem». Kpome Toro, mocrosinHass auckyccuss CMM um Bnacteld ¢ comepKaliuMucs B
«IIUCbMAax» YCTAaHOBKAMHU TAaKXe HAXOAUT OTPaX€HHWEe B MX TeKcrax. B nokmane
paccMaTpuBaeTcs BIUSHHE NOJIAJIOra y4YacTHUKOB IpakThku, CMU, cBeTckoll Biacth M
PEIUTHO3HBIX aBTOPUTETOB Ha U3MEHEHHE TEKCTOB ,,KPYroBbIX nmucem** B X X- Hau. XXI B.

PanHenoapoCTKOBBII HIEHTHTET B HEMHbIX MOCTaX B ceTH PeiicOyk
[Tuper Boomnaiin, DcroHckuii murepatypHbiil My3el, Otaenenne GoabKIOPUCTUKN

B nokmanme paccMmarpuBarOTCsS IIEMHBIE TIOCTHI B HauOoJsiee TMOMyJApHOH B DCTOHUU
conranbHoi cetn MeiicOyk (facebook.com). Anamu3upyemblii MaTepuall OXBaThIBAET MOCTHI,
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pacnpocTpaHEeHHbIE B OCHOBHOM cpeau neBodyek 10-12 mer, 3a mepuox 2010-2012 rr. B
maHe (OPMBI M COJIEPIKAHMS ICTOHCKUN MaTepHall, COCTOSIINK MpuMepHO U3 220 TEKCTOB,
MMEET TOYKU IEpPeceyeHUs: C LEMHBbIMU MHChbMaMHU, U3BECTHBIMHU B paHHEW Tpaaulluu, U
penepTyapoM aHKeT Jyuis apy3er. OHaKo, 1o BIMSHUEM HOBOW MEIUWHON CpeJibl, UMEIOIIEH
3aJJaHHYI0 TEXHUYECKYI0 CTPYKTYPY, TEKCTbl CTajld CBOEOOpPa3HbIM (eiicOyKOBCKUM
SIBIICHUEM.

IlemHpie TOCTHI HA OCTOHCKOM si3bike B DeiicOyke 3aBepIIarOTCs, KakK IPaBHIIO,
uMIiepaTuBHOU popmymnoit (Hanp. Hasxxemu «aaiiky u coenati Nocm Ha cmeHy ~ 68 Xporuky! uim
Jobasb smo 6 ceoti cmamyc!), TpeOysl CKOMMPOBATh U PaCIPOCTPAHUTH coobieHue. [lenHbie
MOCThI, KaK B COJEpXaTelbHOM IUIaHe, Tak M 1o ¢GopMe MOTryT CMEIIMBAThCS C
COBpEMEHHBIMH HappaTUBaMH, aHEKIOTaMH U MaJbIMH >KaHpamMu QoJbpkiopa. ITO
OOCTOSITENILCTBO ~ yKa3blBaeT Ha CTHPAaHUWE TPAaHULl MEXKIY JKaHpaMH U aJanTaluio
KJIACCUYECKUX SIBJICHUN (OibKIOpa B MHTEpPHETE. 3a4acTyi0 LEMHBIE IMOCThl COAEpXKaT
aIJIETOpHI0, OJNM3KYI0 TOPOACKUM JIET€HJaM M CTPAIIHBIM HCTOPHUSAM, HO, HECMOTpS Ha
COMHHUTEJIBHOE COJIEp’KaHue, IPEANOaraloT BEpy B HUX.

B noknane mpencraBieHbl TeMaTHYECKHE KAaTETOPHM IIETHBIX MOCTOB M ClIElaHa IMOMBITKA
OTBETUTHh Ha BONPOC, KAaKME HOBILIECTBA, Kacaromuecss (HOPMBbI, 3aTPOHYIU ILIEMHBIC MHChMa
Kak xaHp B cpene DeilicOyk. B 1okiame Takke paccMaTpuBaeTcs, KakuM o0pa3oM
COIIMOKYJbTYpHAsl Cpela BIMSET Ha BHJAOM3MEHEHHE JKaHpPA, KaKUE THIBl BIUSHUA
rJ100aTBHOTO U JIOKAJBHOTO XapaKkTepa Ha HappaTHBbl UMEIOT MECTO OBITh B IIEMHBIX MOCTaX
Ha OCTOHCKOM SI3bIKE W KakuM o00pa3oM peajiud BpPEMEHHM U BO3PACTHBIE LIEHHOCTH
0TOOpaXKaroTCsl MOCPEICTBOM 3TUX HAPPATHUBOB.

LlenHble COOOMICHUST SIBISIOTCS YaCThIO KaXXJIOAHEBHOTO CIIOHTAHHOTO II€PCOHAIBLHOTO
OpeHza, T. €. MyOIUYHOrO 00pas3a MOJIOAOTrO OTHpaBHUTENs cooluieHus. OHU MOTYT MHOTOE
MOBE/ATh O TPYIIE, YBIEKAIOUIEHCs MepechbUIKON MruceM, HHOT/Ia BUJOU3MEHSIONIEH nMuchMa
M0 CBOEMY YyCMOTpPEHHIO, BBICTABISAIOIMIEH WX Ha cBoux cTeHax B DeiicOyke,
KOMMEHTHUPYIOIIEH MHChMa M HaXONAIIEHCS TakuM oOpa3oM B TOCTOSSHHOM OOIICHUH.
IlemHple TOCTHI  COACMCTBYIOT MeXaHM3MaM  (OPMHUPOBAHUS  PAaHHEMOJIPOCTKOBOTO
UJIEHTUTETA, a MPEJCTAaBICHHBIC B HUX TEMBI (Ipyk0a, pOMaHTUYECKHE YYBCTBA, I0M, CEMBbS,
ONM3KHUe, TOMAITHUE JTFOOUMIIBI, HIOKUPYIONINE OOIIECTBEHHBIE COOBITUS U TIP.) TOMOTAIOT B
TOMCKAX CaMOTO Ce0sl M pa3BUTHUHU COITUATHHBIX HABBIKOB.

B noknane B paMkax M3BECTHOM B COIMAIBHOM MCUXOJIOTUH TEOPUHA MOTHBALMU MPOBOIUTCA
aHAIM3 pa3HbIX YPOBHEH (OPMHUPOBAHMS MEPCOHATHHOTO M KOJUIEKTHBHOTO HIACHTHUTETA
OTMPABUTENICH LEMHBIX MOCTOB KaK OMpPEAEIEHHOM BO3pacTHOM rpymisbl. LlenHbie mocThl Kak
SMUCTOJSAPHBIN KaHpP (OJIBKIOpPa MOKHO pacCcMaTpuBaTh B KauyecTBE clama, MEepearollero
peakiuu WHTepHET-KOMMYHUKanuu. llemHple mocTel 00pa3zyloT cBoeoOpasHyro (opmy
MOBCEIHEBHOIO OOIIEHUS, KOTOpash MOCPEACTBOM BEYHBIX YEJIOBEYECKHMX TEM, a TaKkKe
aKTyaJIbHBIX HAaIOMUHAHUN MOXKET JaTh Ba)KHbIE CBEJEHUS O BPEMEHH, Cpele, KyJIbType U
MUPOTIOHUMAHUHU MOJIOJCIKH.

JlokJa HOArOTOBJIEH Npu nojaepkke mpoekta IUT22-5.

CoBpeMeHHbIE pe/IMTMO3HbIe LielHble NMCbMA / HeGeCHbIe MCbMa
Mape KeiiiBa, DcToHCcKul muTepaTypHblil My3el, Otaenenue GoabKIOPUCTUKN

HebGecHble nucbMa (Takke CBATbIE, MAarudecKre UM MKMCbMa CYaCThsl) KaK CBOEro poja
peJIMruo3Has ajJibTeEpHATHBA LIEMHbIM NUCbMaM B JCTOHUU CTaJM PACIPOCTPAHATHCS C
cepeaunbl XIX Beka. I[Ipeo6Jiafiaroniasi UX 4acTb MpeJCTaBJsAga COO0W MepeBOJibl C
HEMEIKOT0 13blKa, HEKOTOPbIE ObLJIM MepeBe/leHbl C PYCCKOTO f3bIKa, a ONpe/eseHHas
4acTb LMPKyJHUpOBasa Ha fA3blKe-opuruHajie. Yxe B XIX Beke Tpeb6oBaHUe O
pacnpocTpaHeHUHU MHceM ObLIO MpsMO cHOpMyJIUPOBaHO B TeKcTe. Bckope popmyibl,


http://www.folklore.ee/rl/FO
http://www.folklore.ee/rl/FO
http://www.folklore.ee/rl/FO

coJep)kaliMecsi B HeOeCHbIX MNMCbMax, ObLJIM JOMNOJHEHbl JAPYTMMH JedyeOHbIMU
3aKJMHAHUSIMH U HHBIMH Maru4eCKMMU TEKCTaMH.

TakuMm o06pa3oM, pacnpocTpaHeHUME UMeJd HeCKOJIbKO PYKOMUCEeH pas3/IMuHOro
coZilep>KaHUsl ¥ M0-pa3HOMY MOTHBUPOBAHHbIE /151 T0JIb30BaTeJied. B kauecTBe ogHOTO
M3 [MapajjiejibHbIX Ha3BaHUW HeOeCHbIX MMHCEM MCIOJb30BaJICd TEPMHUH KHU2U
kKosdosecmsa. [lo sToi npu4rHe, HanpuMep, B 1930-e rozbl B 0JHOM K3 ONPOCHUKOB IO
LeMMHbIM IMUCbMaM M UX BUJAM CHPALIUBAJIOCh O TAKMX KHUTaX. IMUTPAHTHI, Ye3KaBLlIHe
B KoHIe XIX u Hauvase XX Beka, 6pajsii Marudyeckde MmUcbMa C cO60U. /lJiT HUX 3TH
NUCbMa CTaJM BaXHbIMKM obeperaMu / TeKCTaMU CO CBePXbECTECTBEHHBIMHU
CBOMCTBAaMHU U UMEJIM CTATYC JieYeOHbIX KHUT.

[lof06HbIE TEKCThl HAXOAWJM NPUMEHEeHHEe BO BpeMsl 00euX MUPOBBIX BOWH cpeau
Auacnop, HanpuMep B CHUOMpPU M ApreHTHUHE OHH CYMTAJIUCH JieUeOHbIMU KHHUTAMHU.
ICTOHIbI JCTOHUU MCNOJIb30BaJId PYKONWCHU PEJUTHO3HOT0 COJepKaHUs KaK Ha
3arna/ie, Tak U Ha BOCTOKe CTPaHbl.

B coBeTckuil mepuoj NOMHMMO MarvdeCcKux MHUCEM ObLJIM paclpoCTpPaHeHbl TaKXKe
Jipyrue 1enHble NMCbMa U/WUJH NiceBAOrpadrU peJIMri03HOTO cofiep>kaHusl. HbiHeHui
BEK MHTEpHeTa MO>XHO pacCMaTPUBATh KaK HOBbIM MEPHO/i PaCIpPOCTPAHEHHUS U BpeMs
TpaHcdopMalyu nceBgorpadpuil peJIMruo3HOro cojiep kaHusl.

Jlokaa MoAroToBJICH NpH Mojiepxkke npoekra lUT22-5.



