4. The legend about the Princess (Knahynia) Olha
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Another legend, firmly rooted in Kyiv, is
the legend about the Princess (Knagynia)
Olha (about 910-969). According to the
Tale of Bygone Years, she took revenge
on the Derevlian tribe (a tribe that used to
inhabit the territory of contemporary
Polissia) for killing her husband Ihor
Rurik. Derevlians came to woo her for
their Prince Mal. She kindly invited their
ambassadors, asked them to go on the
boat, commanded to shut the boat, and
buried them alive in it. Then she kindly
invited Derevlians to take sauna that her
people specially prepared from them, and
burnt them out alive there. The third
revenge was on Derevlian's land, where
she came to commemorate her husband,
and make tryzna (funeral feast) on his
grave, during which she commanded to
«cut down» 5000 Derevlians.
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JepeBlIfHe MpIUIomIa, i Bo3Ba s Oiubra kb co6b u peve umv: «JJobpu roctse mpimomar. I phia epepisine:
«lIpngoxoms, kHArIHe». Il pede nmeb Omera: «Jla rmaroamTe, uTo pamn mpuiaocTe chMo?». Phima ke OperisHe:
«Ilocma HET [lepeBECKA 3eMIIA, PEKYINE CIHIIE: MY:KA TBOETo YOHXOMBE, OfAIle OO MYXKE TBOIl aKH BOIKE BOCXHIIAS I
rpads, a HalIl KHA31 J0OpH CYTE, IDKe pacnacii cyTh JepeBpCKY 2eMIio, Ia IONIHN 33 KHAE Hamk 3a Maxe»: OB 0o
ums emy Manb, KHA3I0 J1epbBbCKY. Peue ke nMmp Onera: «Jlroba mu ecTh phub Bala, yike MHB MYKa CBOEro He
KpHCHTH; HO XO4YIO BBl MOYTHTH HAyTpHA IIpedb TIOIBMII CBOHMH, a HBIHe IIBTe B J0ABI CBOIO, H JIA3HTE B JIOIBH
BEIITUAOLIECH, i/ a3b YTPO IOCIIK IO BHI, BBl K€ PRIDTE: HE €1eMb Ha KOHDX, HI IBIIH IIeMBb, HO IOHECHTE HEI B
10116B; H Bb3HECYTh BbI B JIOIbI»; H OTIYCTH A B J01b0. ONbra ke noBenb HCKOIATH AMY BeIHKY H [IyOOKY Ha
IBoph TepeMBCTBMB, BHB rpajga. Il zayrpa Boara, chadmm B TepeMmb, Mocia MO TOCTH, H TMpHIOIIA K HIMB,
TIarononie: «30BeTk BEI O1bra Ha uecTs BemnKy». OHH xe pbma: «He eqeMs Ha KOHIXE. HII HA BOIBXE, HII NBIIN
uoemb, IoOHechTe HEl B 101b1». Phima ke kusHe: «HaMmb HeBOA; KHA3L Hallb YObeHb, a KHATIHIL HAllla Youems 3a
BAlllb KHA3b»; H IMOHecoma # B Joxell. OHH ke ChAAXy B NeperbOBX Bb BeMHKHXB CycTyraxe ropadmecs. IT
mpiHecoma f Ha OBops K Omb3b, 4, HeChINe, BPHHYIIA € Bb AMY U ¢ Togsero. [IpuHnksmm Omera m pede IMBb:
«JloGpa mui et wecTs?». OH ke pbia: «Ilyite uet Iropepst cMeptit». 11 nopend 3aceinari 8 KHUBLL, I MOCHIIALIA .

H nocrasmm Oera Kb JepeBIAHOMB, pede IMb: «Jla anle MA zipocume TPaBo, To IMPHILINTE MY:Ka HapOYHTHI,
Ja B BeIHIh YTH NpHAY 3a Balllb KHA3L, €a He IYCTATH MeHe IMIIbe KHeBhcTHI». Ce cIBIIABINE JepeBlIsHe,
uzopauia TyUbIIne MyxKi, Ibke nepbxaxy JlepeBbcky 3emMiro, I mociama mo Hio. [lepeBIaHOMS Ke MPHIIeIBIINMb,
nopenb Oibra MOBb CTBOPHTI, pbKyille cuite: «II3mpiBmecs npuante ko MEB». OHH Ke NepeKbroia HCTONKY, I
BTH30II1a JepeBIsHe, Havala ¢S MBITH; H 3alpoIla O HIXb HCTOOBKY, H MOBETH 3aKeul A OTh ABepHil, TY H3ropBIa
BCIH.

IT mocna ke ZepeBIsHOMB, phKyIIH cHie: «Ce yke HAy K BaMb, Ja IIPHCTPOIITe MeJbl MHOTH B Irpalb, Hexe
yOHCTe MyKa MO€ero, /1a MOIIATCcA Halk TPOOOME €ro, H CTBOPIO TPBIZHY MYIKIO cBoeMy». OHII jKe, TO CIOBIIIABIIE,
ChBe301Ia MeIBl MHOTH 3BJIO, # Bb3Bapuia. Obra ke, MOHMIIN MA10 JAPYKHHEL, JIErbKO HIYIIH NPHIE Kb rpody
€T0, i IIMaKacd ITo MYKII CBOEMB. 11 noBen® TOIeME CBOHMB CBCYTH MOTHITY BeIINKY, ¥ AKO COCIIONIA, I TTOBEIh
TpeI3HY TBOPHTH. Ilocems chaoma mepeBinfHe NMHTH, I noepelbh OIbra oTpOKOME CBOHMB CIVKHTH Ipex HuMIL JT
pbina xepesisiHe K Oab3b: «Kab cyTh Apy:KHHA Halla, HXB kKe rocraxoMs no a7». \72\ Ona xe peue: «IlnyTs mo
MHB Cb IPYAHHOK Myka Moero». J1 gKo ymmmacs jJepeBifgHe, MOBeTh OTPOKOMB CBOHMBL MHTH HA HA, a cama
OTBIIe KpoMb, I TOBeTh APVKUHD ceoeil Chill depegiaysi; 11 nehrotra nxe S000. A Omnera BozsBpatca Kiery, 11
IIPHCTPOH BOIH HA IIPOKB HXb.
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Princes Olha is a prominent figure in Ukrainian
history and serves as a symbol of strength and
women empowerment, as well as one of the
symbols of Kyiv.
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The current Russian war in Ukraine
brought in development to this legend.
Among others, there is a story about
an old lady, who invited Russian
soldiers for tea and added laxative
into it. They run to the outside toilets,
where she burnt them out there. The
story rapidly gained huge fame among
Ukrainians.
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The prominent side of this story is that it evoked
direct associations with Princess Olha among 3 noyyToro:
Ukrainians, so, in comments and further storytelling

she is called Princess (Kniahynia) Olha 2.0., and bab6ka y Cymcbkin obnacTi BumMaHuna
The Princes Olha of our times: POCINCbKWX BINCbKOBUX Ha Yal, Hanoina
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1aH. Mopobaetbcn  BignosicTn [llustration by Olha Hlumcher,
for the project “Ukrainian
Historical Figures”, Tempora
publisher.
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