1. A legend about the foundation of Kyiv
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Kyiv is the capital of Ukraine with
a long-lasting history, both the
city and the country. According to
chronicles, Kyiv was founded at
the end of the 5th century.

npujae B CnHommro. ITongIHOME Ke JKHBYIIHMB 0c00DH
I BIaJBIONINME POIBI CBOIMIL, sKe H J0 ced Oparbs
osxy [losHe, 1 JKIBAXY KOXKIO Ch pOoJIOME CBOHME Ha
CBOHXB MBCTeXb, BOJIOADIOIIE KOXKIO POIOMB CBOHMB.
11 6rrma 3 6para, equeomy mms Kuil, a npyromy Lllexs,
a TpeTbeMYy XOpPHBB, II cecTpa X JIst0has. I1 chaamte
Kuii Ha roph, kABh HBEIHD yB03b bopnuers, a Illexs
chmrame Ha ropb, k1b HBEIHD 30Bercs lllexkoBuna, a
Xopub Ha TpeThell TOph, OTHIOOYKe IIPO3BacA
XopHBilla; CTBOpPHIIA TOPOJOKb, BO HMsS OpaTa HXb
cTapbiimaro, 1 Hapkoma u Kiueps. II Osime oxoio
ropoxa Thchk H OOpPH BelHNKB, H OfAXY JIOBSIIE 3BBpEe.
baxyTs 00 Myzaph u cMmpicienH, n Hapanaxycs Ilomnsne,
OTH HIXB Ke cyTh Ilonsgne Kusne u 1o cero nHm.

By now it is a city of at least sixteen
hundred years old. The story of how it
was founded we know from a legend
mentioned in the Primary Chronicle or
the Tale of the Bygone Years (the end of
XI — beginning of XlI century) — the first
written source about the history of Kyivan
Rus’. Here we can see the legend written
by Nestor Litopysets, the author of the
chronicle, in Old Slavic, Ukrainian, and

Tlomauu X KN OCIOHO 1 BOIOAUIH POIJAaMI

CBOIMIL,

I no mux OpariB, oT:Ke, Oy MOIAHI,

T KT KOsKEH 3 POJIOM CBOIM, Ha CBOIX MICIIAX,

I BonOZIiB KOKeH POJIOM CBOIM.

I 6ymu Tpn Sparit. OnHomy in’st K,

A npyromy — Illek.

A TperromMy — Xopus,

I cectpa ixna — JInbims.

T cini Knit Ha ropi. 1e HiHi y3Bi3 boprruis,

A IMlex cHAiB Ha TOpi, mo if HIHI 30BeThCS

IexaBms,

A Xopme — Ha TpeTiff ropi, BiI HBOTO X

mpospanacs XopHBIILL.

1B im’s GpaTa CBOTO CTAPIIOTO 3aK1aI1 TOPOIOK
I nazpamu fioro Knig.

1 GyB Koo TOpO/IA TiC

1 6ip Benmkwil,

1 Gyt [BoHI| MICTIBII Ha 3BIPIB.

I Tamym Ta Myzapi oy,

I HasuBamucs moasHm,

1 BL HHX e NOISHI-KIAHH | 0 CBOTOIHI.




Nuamm ke, He BBIOyIIe, pKormra, sko Kiril ecTs Immi, He 2Harounm, KakyTe, mo Kuii 6yr
IepeBO3HIKD OBICTE; y KiteBa 00 mepeBo3b Odllle TOIna peperizHiKoM; 60 0ind KieBa GyB mepeBi3 Toi 3 TOTO
Cb OHOS CTpambl /[lHempa, TBMB IJIarogaxy: Ha ooky JlHinpa, Tomy I TOBOPHIIH: «Ha IepeBi3 Ha KiiB»,
nepeBo3b Ha Kuepp. Ame 00 ObUIb mepeBO3HNKE Kbiil, . 1o 6 Kiii 6vB MepeBi3HIKOM, TO He XOIHB 01 70

~ " v o
T0 He OBl Xommwrs Kb Ilaprorpamy; mHo cmii Kirii i :
3 Hapiorpary; [aperpama. Ane neil Kiil KHEKIB y POy CBOEMY; 1
KHSDKaIlle B POIY CBOEM; H MPHXOANBIIO MY Kb Iapio . :
XOJTHR BIH J10 TIAps, SKOTO — He IHAK0, are TIThKIT 3HA0
He CBBMBI, HO TOKMO O CeME BBMEI, SKOKE CKA3ai0Th,

SIKO BEIIKY YeCTh HPISUTB €CTh OT Iaps, KOTOPOTo He
BBME H IIPH KOTOPOME MPUXONH mapu. ITayiurmo xe emy .
OIATE, TPIIE Kb JIYHAEBH, U BB3IT0OOH MBCTO U CpyoH Ly Boa mpuiimos  [Kmii] 70 HY}F‘}O‘ A
TOpPOTOKD MaTh, H XOTAME ¢BCTI C POIOME CBONME, I BIIOA00AB MICIHE, 1 IOCTABHB IOPOXOK MAaHil, 1 XOTIB
He Jama eMy OTH3b KUBYIINI; eXe I X0 HBHB CICTH 3 DOIOM CBOIM, 1 He Jamil oMY Ti INO KIUIH
Hapbutorh JlyHaiimm ropomime Kuepbup. KireBn e NOOMH3Y, INe Il JOHHHI HA3MBAIOTH AyHAIlIl rOpOMIIe
mpillenn:o BL CBoil ropoxs Kuepb, Ty u ckonua Kuesems. Kl xe npmiimos y cBui ropon Kuis, TyT
KIBOTH CBOII, 1 Opara ero Illexs 1 XopnBs 1 cecTpa CKIHUHB XKHTTA cBoe, 1 Opar foro Illek, 1 Xopus, i
nxp JIBIOBIE Ty CKOHYAIIACH. cectpa ixHs JIIO11b — TyT HOMepIIH.

Te, AK IIEPEKa3yioTh, IO BEJIHKY YeCTh MaB Bi,:[ naps,
AKOTO — He 3HAIO 1 IIpH AKOMY IIPHXOTHB uapi.

URL: http://litopys.org.ua/pvlyar/yar01.htm

“While the Polianians lived apart and governed their families (for before the time of these brothers there were already
Polianians, and each one lived with his gens on his own lands, ruling over his kinsfolk), there were three brothers, Kyi,
Shchek, and Khoryv, and their sister Lybid'. Kyi lived upon the hill where the Borychev trail now is, and Shchek dwelt upon
the hill now named Shchekoyitsia, while on the third resided Khoryv, after whom this hill is named Khoryvytsia. They built a
town and named it Kyiv after their oldest brother. Around the town lay the wood and a great pine forest in which they used
to catch wild beasts. These men were wise and prudent; they were called Polianians, and there are Polianians descended
from them living in Kyiv to this day.

Some ignorant persons have claimed that Kyi was a ferryman, for near Kyiv there was at that time a ferry from the other
side of the river, in consequence of which people used to say, "To Kyi's ferry.” Now if Kyi had been a mere ferryman, he
would never have gone to Tsar'grad. He was then the chief of his kin, and it is related to the great honor he received from
the Emperor in whose reign he visited the imperial court. On his homeward journey, he arrived at the Danube. The place
pleased him and he built a small town, wishing to dwell there with his kinsfolk. But those who lived nearby would not grant
him this privilege. Yet even now the dwellers by the Danube call this town Kyivets. When Kyi returned to Kyiv, his native
city, he ended his life there; and his brothers Shchek and Khoryv, as well as their sister Lybid', died there also.”


http://litopys.org.ua/pvlyar/yar01.htm

However, Ukrainians know the legend about
Kyi, Shchek, Khoryw, and their sister
Princess Lybid’ not from historical sources
only. The legend of how Kyiv was founded is
studied by pupils at school at the very first
grade, and not only by those who live in
Kyiv.

The founders of Kyiv lived on the Old Kievan
Mountain (Starokyivska) that is also known
as Kyivytsia. The first settlements of the
polianian tribe used to live here too at the
time of Kyiv foundation (V-VI century).

The legend is a remarkable narrative for
Ukrainians and Kyivans, hence, there is a
monument to the founders of Kyiv — Kyi,

Shchek, Khoryw, and their sister Princess
Lybid in Kyiv.

The monument serves as a symbol of Kyiv
and Ukraine and depicts three brothers-
founders at the backside of the boat, and
Princes Lybid’ at the front.

URL:

https://id.pinterest.com/pin/461267186808129596/?amp_clie
nt_id=CLIENT _ID(_)&mweb_unauth_id=&simplified=true



https://id.pinterest.com/pin/461267186808129596/?amp_client_id=CLIENT_ID(_)&mweb_unauth_id=&simplified=true
https://id.pinterest.com/pin/461267186808129596/?amp_client_id=CLIENT_ID(_)&mweb_unauth_id=&simplified=true

On 21 February 2022 Vladimir Putin in his speech said that
Ukraine was established by Vladimir Lenin in 1917

(see,
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2022/02/21/17325103.shtml).

The historical and symbolic importance of the monument is so
significant that Ukrainians made a meme based on the original
shape of the monument to the founders of Kyiv:

Another meme creation refers to the book of Genesis, the sixth
and seventh days (Genesis 1 and 2, “The Creation of Heaven and
Earth”):

“And he created Ukraine and Bandera on the sixth day.
And saw that it was good.
And he rested on the seventh day from all his work...”

... Ha WWOCTMM AeHb CTBOPWUB BiH
YKpaiHy i baHaepy.

I no6aums, WO Le aobpe.

A Ha CbOMWW AEHb BUPILLNB

BiH MPUNArTU BIANOYUTMN...

-
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URL:

https://www.facebook.com/photo. Jzohp?fbid=101600362
25798552&set=pb.673578551.-2207520000..&type=3

URL:

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2
Farmyinform.com.ua%2F2022%2F02%2F23%2Fyak-le
n|n-_stvor?/v-ukraylnu-banderu-|-knyagyn_yu-olgu-m_erezh
u-pidirvaly- emEy—l—fotozhaby—ukra\sllnczw%ZF&é)s%:A
OvVawObXpBJEAFFX0rZzCKQbusY&ust=1649352054
174000&source=images&cd=vie&ved=0CAsQjhxgFwo
TClimx7X5__YCFQAAAAAJAAAAABAD


https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10160036225798552&set=pb.673578551.-2207520000..&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10160036225798552&set=pb.673578551.-2207520000..&type=3
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2022/02/21/17325103.shtml
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Farmyinform.com.ua%2F2022%2F02%2F23%2Fyak-lenin-stvoryv-ukrayinu-banderu-i-knyagynyu-olgu-merezhu-pidirvaly-memy-i-fotozhaby-ukrayincziv%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bXpBJEAFFX0rZzCKQbu5Y&ust=1649352054174000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjhxqFwoTCIimx7X5__YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Farmyinform.com.ua%2F2022%2F02%2F23%2Fyak-lenin-stvoryv-ukrayinu-banderu-i-knyagynyu-olgu-merezhu-pidirvaly-memy-i-fotozhaby-ukrayincziv%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bXpBJEAFFX0rZzCKQbu5Y&ust=1649352054174000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjhxqFwoTCIimx7X5__YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Farmyinform.com.ua%2F2022%2F02%2F23%2Fyak-lenin-stvoryv-ukrayinu-banderu-i-knyagynyu-olgu-merezhu-pidirvaly-memy-i-fotozhaby-ukrayincziv%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bXpBJEAFFX0rZzCKQbu5Y&ust=1649352054174000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjhxqFwoTCIimx7X5__YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Farmyinform.com.ua%2F2022%2F02%2F23%2Fyak-lenin-stvoryv-ukrayinu-banderu-i-knyagynyu-olgu-merezhu-pidirvaly-memy-i-fotozhaby-ukrayincziv%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bXpBJEAFFX0rZzCKQbu5Y&ust=1649352054174000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjhxqFwoTCIimx7X5__YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Farmyinform.com.ua%2F2022%2F02%2F23%2Fyak-lenin-stvoryv-ukrayinu-banderu-i-knyagynyu-olgu-merezhu-pidirvaly-memy-i-fotozhaby-ukrayincziv%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bXpBJEAFFX0rZzCKQbu5Y&ust=1649352054174000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjhxqFwoTCIimx7X5__YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Farmyinform.com.ua%2F2022%2F02%2F23%2Fyak-lenin-stvoryv-ukrayinu-banderu-i-knyagynyu-olgu-merezhu-pidirvaly-memy-i-fotozhaby-ukrayincziv%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bXpBJEAFFX0rZzCKQbu5Y&ust=1649352054174000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjhxqFwoTCIimx7X5__YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Farmyinform.com.ua%2F2022%2F02%2F23%2Fyak-lenin-stvoryv-ukrayinu-banderu-i-knyagynyu-olgu-merezhu-pidirvaly-memy-i-fotozhaby-ukrayincziv%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bXpBJEAFFX0rZzCKQbu5Y&ust=1649352054174000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjhxqFwoTCIimx7X5__YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

Qrele sanopnls ety IV«
Iu.mmwg}ummimw " o

0 WYTA WRADNIL , CAMR
/\wﬁ«ffmwm ™ B WPTA AN
IV RIWOR GO0 CRAXA 1 ened 1
m% r.ml%‘l.a TEX EHOK Mot
, I BUACEA T CYRIH TH Cwi, CIRIE

?‘ STUKAKIY BLA Q05O MATH, TEQH
1) ElsCxs w W wm.%ms e
A BYACM EHTECA JEpATHR
NAATIN CRAY, TN MATA.

BABRAMCAXHIL TH XVIAS, BIAKHANM-
CAKHH KAWCHHK, JPYCAANIKEKNN Exn
THNK, AAOMAMIARNH Ko7,
ﬁaumm it CEMHMA, TATAX KR (2
ranAAK, Kauwreigaxun Kar, Nw\a.
CANHN TOMIAKA, ¥ KSR CEY | miA:
CEITY BAACHA. CAMCR) BCAMAN KINK |
UK RTNK . CERERG T EORAL R\
EMAYN (A . PITIHIAKA CORAYRL IR
KVEICHNN (WE . LTS TR K

QT TAK R EHCKARAAN JANIRIL,
BAREAS'K, (N EVACWS TH | SERIKI
XPHCTRANCARHY DT, KIKPS &)
HMACEY, 1 MNGIA HC SR | KAXC
HAMPA 1 A EXY, LIRANA Y IKE]L
A Y KUNTH, A AU TAKIN Y
M AKI | Y RS, TS nRATH B

KY nw. .
Niankava: s

The story has developed further. There is an iconic letter, written
in 1676 by Ukrainian Cossacks as a response to Ottomanian
sultan Mehmed IV. He demanded from the Cossacks to surrender:

You, sultan, Turkish devil, damn brother and comrade, the
secretary of Lucifer himself. What the hell is the knight you are if
you don'’t kick a hedgehog with your bare ass? Devil shitted out,
and your army devours. You will not, the sun of a bitch, have
Christian sons under you, we are not afraid of your army, we'll be
fighting with you on land and water, you, damn son of nemesis...

You are a Babylonian cooker, Macedonian chariot driver,
Jerusalem brewer, and Alexandrian goat-trasher. You, Armenian
pig. Tatarian quiver, Kamenets executioner, Podolian thief, the
grandson of the gasped, and the clown of the whole world and
underworld... You are, pig snout, mare ass, butcher’s dog,
unbaptized forehead...

That's what the Cossacks (Zaporozhtsi) told you, scoundrel! You
are unlikely to graze even Christian pigs. Now we are finishing,
do not know what day it is because we don't have a calendar, the
moon is in the sky, the year is in the book, and we have the same
day as you have. Hence, kiss our ass.

Hean CHoR, 30 Bl U |
ZATNIISHRNI: 4

URL:
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The process of writing the letter was depicted by Illya Repin
in a famous painting “Reply of the Zaporozhian Cossacks”
(1880-1891).

This letter serves as a symbol of Ukrainian power and
freedom-loving spirit. Hence, it was impossible not to involve
it in memes about Lenin who created Ukraine:

“Cossacks writing a letter to Lenin, asking him to create
Ukraine,”

Cossacks’ letter is legendary also because it showed
resistance to Ottoman Empire, and inspired Austrian military
chiefs to resist Ottoman Empire too. The letter was translated
to German in 1683 and broadly distributed during the Battle
of Vienna in 1863. It made Ottoman Empire give up on
attacks on Europe.

URL:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reply of the_Za]gl)orozhian_Cossacks#/med
ia/File:Ilja_Jefimowitsch Repin - Reply of the Zaporozhian Cossacks
_- Yorck.jpg

KOQ&K_M MUY T JUACHTTA,
a.eﬁiwéj -, rrfm)carmm URL.

https://armyinform.com.ua/2022/02/23/yak-lenin-stvoryv-ukrayinu-bande
ru-1-knyagynyu-olgu-merezhu-pidirvaly-memy-i-fotozhaby-ukrayincziv/
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Cossack’s letter serves as a progenitor to
multiple letters to invaders of Ukraine,
including Hitler, Stalin, and Putin. The last
one was made as a short two-minute
comedy movie, made by Babylon13 studio in
2014.

The movie shows how Ukrainian soldiers,
who fight in Donbas against the Russian
invasion, write the letter to the “tsar” of
Russian president Vladimir Putin:

Letter to the Tzar / Nuer go Llaps / Nucemo k Llapio
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Impale! Or give him to us. We will impale him.

.- Bl A 14T 207 MpokpyTiTY, Lul:lﬁfiEHE'lHEB Ginwwe

The video can be accessed:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVm-yFrmoAo

The last remake was made in 2022 as a visual
replication of the events:
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