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S te e Social Reality Social Reality has Properties
Festes o bmlige n mees. Londen. A e S
is both « Which are Non-Reducib]le to the properties of
eiatant
Independent of any individual’s * SR can enable &/or restrain
volition ~Individuals &/or Groups
i.e. objective & with some stability X 7 ce’ g are dependent on time &
And Whatis unthinkable: Jture gets thought in
Dependent on individuals’perceptions Whatis impossibletodos gets donein
i.e. subjective and subject to change « Social properties are more or less negotiable
A —For individuals &/or groups »
13 ES 15

Different power structures
or communication networks

+ Don’t lie, but don’t have to shout the whole truth

Interview

* Indirect informants

* Key informants

* Random sample

= Start formal then informal

* General to specific (see what they produce)
—E.g tell me about your childhood
—Was your family religious?
—Did you go to a place of worship....

* Listen— manage pauses

* 2-10 hours

Triangulation for different Levels of

Investigation

Individual
Interview
Social

Observation

Sociological
Questionnaire

Observation visits
Check and check again
* One visit better than none for a ‘feel,
= but you cannot generalise.
—Damanhur
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The sociology of religion

+ Scholarship I S
RELIGIOUS e Who believes What?
‘ Movmm > mmme'm,s _ Monty python under Which circumstances?
&meuﬁmlnrmtheﬁmll‘nr How? Why? When?
Eileen Barker =iorance anc i HOT
¢ 5 policy f or actions? & with What Consequences?
London School of Economics /INFORM reactions N
Janeda, Estonia 18 November 2016 Uil b : ;
Max Weber 1864-1920 ruocs Method of social research Tlte cl:lterlon of the
Sociology is a science whichattempts the inv 0. lv es Sclentlﬁc Statlls Of a
interpretative understanding of social action in theo is i tS
order the; o arrive ata causal explanation
e b = Explanation€& - Understanding ry
In action is included all human behaviour when and in

individu et Science Verstehen falsifiability, or
e e refutability, or

Actionis souahn uflru,lry virtue of the mluecm'e

SIS TR e testability

behaviour of others oppe
M_dﬂhe of others and is Karl P, , Conjectures

thereby oriented in its course London: Rnntledgemdl(ngml’lul,lm,mw .

: ’ % The Social Construction of Reality
lerstehen .., Subject of social sciences - :

Empathic Individual € Society
understanding individual € social

* We all play different roles freedom determinism

—fellow student; maiden aunt Choice €& > Brainwashing
* Art and technique (stage —
awareness)

Levels of reality The Social Construction of Reality

Levels of social reality
Horizontal Horizontal
never totally sharing social reality never totally sharing social reality
always some sharing of social 2 always some sharing of social
reality internali reality
Vertical
personal (individual)
interpersonal (social)
impersonal (sociological)

| slide Sartar | "Office Thama | <& | ralelm = t00w (A — [ (4) R
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Damanhu_r Participant Observation
A Magical Place; A spiritual vision; « Passive
Eco-village —Not noticed
—Learn to fitin
* Inter-Active

—Make mistakes
—(converts have to learn too)
* Pro-Active

—Having ‘learned language’ can ask
questions couldn’t at start

e . o Different kinds of statements .
Diary/field notes b Nt SNk gL 4a
Rl N NS Sl gl —Theological judgements
St ~ByX, Imean Y + describe, not assess beliefs

& Relizion is beliefis » God or gods

‘ Emotions before you take for granted
‘ Remember, you have to communicate
what seems strange and can become
familiar (stratfora)

*Methodological agnostocism

What science cannot do
—Theological judgements
—Value judgements

* hypothetical: if ... then...

—Value freedom

—data
—Value relevance
—Problem choice /Use

_%g ﬁfi’.ﬁl.’ﬁfi cannotdo D | religi Concepts are
kel i Is it a real religion or N
—Platonic Definitions is it a cult?” ry
* cannot say what X ‘really’ is .
e Galh “It depends what you and Arbitrary
m :?::::e by mean by a cult” Or at least relative to
_Stipulative definitions the social context
+ What I mean by ... Ideal type
* More or less useful s ¥
[P oo PRSESYe roN — 7N
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Tra::::;'d' But no gI'OUP
Meditation wa nts to be

called a cult

50 51
Systematic Comparison Correlation is not causation
X=>Y
What goes with what? Yo X
NB Correlation is not causation XY
X>Z>Y

Typical is not peculiar
y g% § | Visibilityis | cuLsTanes
%% p g% not typicality HIMSELF"”

1997, Mar 27:Heaven's Gate | -
. Comparative method

Suicide rate in cult
“LUTHERAN X per thousand per annum
H ANGS HIMSELF" Suicide rate in population of same

age and socio-economic status
2X per thousand per annum

f Fexcenon suicides
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Transition to manhood Boundaries vary alc
A B (& D

*Importance

¢ Distinctiveness

* Permeability

« Flexibility

Boy B Boy WM Boy —Negotiability
21 18 13 —Manipulability = =
37 38 3 39
U Is it a cult or a real religion?
:_' Clearly definable difference
¢ Sect
e Tension with
2 society
: Cult
i
Whatis a cult? U@W Secill
Acultisa dangerous pseudo- ecularcon sequen ces
religion with satanic overtones, which « Positive

brainwashes and exploits its
members, is involved in financial
skulduggery and political intrigue,
indulges in unnatural sexual practices,
abuses its women and children,
carries out numerous criminal
activities and is likely to commit mass
suicide.

—Tax & other privileges
—CoS

Secular consequences
* Positive

—Tax & other privileges

—CoS
Negative

—Restrictions — 1t Amendment
—T™M

[N guou [P 7N — 7 N
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“LUTHERAN
HANGS HIMSELF”
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Transcend-
e But no group
Meditation wa nts to be
called a cult
.\‘.lh.‘ll'i!'\i \‘m ;'ogl _
| The Merv Griffin Show (L9008
51
Systematic Comparison Correlation is not causation
X=>Y
What goes with what? Yo X
NB Correlation is not causation XY
X>Z->Y
X
z
Ny 5
52 =% = 54
Typical is not peculiar
g @ Q%« w Visibility is “CULTIST HANGS
- = - - ”
not typicality HIMSELF

Comparative method

Suicide rate in cult
X per thousand per annum

Suicide rate in population of same
age and socio-economic status

2X per thousand per annum

&f Foxcemom suicides
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Religious, Spiritual and One cannot generalise about NRMs
Secular Diversity Literally tens of thousands S o m e
s%%"ﬂ‘m They differ in beliefs, practices, life style, leaders,
- ularism finances; attitudes, potential for harm
&&hﬁsm t S Smﬂlrism There is no activity (criminal or other behaviour) that
A s is typical of NRMs and atypical of ORMs
Traditional e X a m p es
Religions Each movement has to be looked at according to what
N % % e N > it does at a particular time and place
Spirituality Fundamentalism It can help to distinguish between H
Sl e of varie
NRMs ~ The leadership (Him/Her)
(cults & sects) - — Grass-root members (Them) >
61 62 63

Srila Prabhupada in 1969

s 37/

Northeast
Kingdom
Community
Church
Members
leaving the
Courthouse
with their
children on
June 22,1984

Soka Gakkai
* Does not believe in God or gods

4

Berg
(1919-1994)
(Mo, dad,
grandad)
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2001Sep11 Al Qaeda, Twin Towers, NYC

Anjem Choudary

Fetullah
Giilen

78

wm | Pastafarians with their

colanders as religious headg
OUCANSKY PRUKAZ - EXSKA REFUBLIA
- e

rmloolea = annee (2 T (ah
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Universal Church of the Kingdom of God (argentina)

Home Insert Design Transitions Animations

The Embassy of the Blessed Kingdom of God for All Nations
Pastor Sunday Adelaja (xev)

" alaa

Westboro Baptist Church
Shirley Phelps Fred Phelps and
| S —" family on his
83" birthday |

87

Black Tags

Santo Daime

“RELIGION"
AYAHUASCA

slide Sarter | “Office Theme" | <6 |

First Church of Cannabis

Ramtha

Whitetail Cha'sl (Ivor VA):
e CON

pastortbthe ¢

lraleelem = 100w (- ——T () h
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WELCOME to the UNIVERSAL LIFE CHURCH MONASTERY

Scueet V¢OVES

We are all children of the same universe

$32.99

MASTER OF WICCA
DT

THE BEARER OF THIS CARD
IS A GENUINE AND AUTHORIZED

POPE

OF THE

CHURCH OF ERISIAN DISCORDIANISM |

SO PLEASE TREAT HiM RIGHT
GOOD FOREVER

90wt iherced e HOUSK £ APOSTUS RS

The Apostles of the Infinite Love
Pope Gregory XVII jean-Gaston Tremblay 1925-2011
. e

—~-

101

The Sunday Assembly. s congegstion for stheists 3nd nanseisvers
sStarted in lanuary 2013, ove-fiowing crowds attend manthiy se-vices 3t the
Nave, 3 deconsecrated church in north London

We cannot generalise
about new religions

But there are some
characteristics that

we might look forin
new new religions

Characteristics of New New
Religious Movements

« First-generation membership
—i.e. Converts
—to a religion untested by time

« Atypical of population

d Tickie

Pope Michael | an
oA i .

A -
PR I

102

GLORY-GLORYMANCHESTER UNITED
PN

¥

Age distribution Children of God
Number

1970s

e
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We are all children of the same universe -
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THE BEARER OF THIS CARD H1
’ IS A GENUINE AND AUTHORIZED HE!
MASTER OF WICCA .l}
IR 221
= poPE X ||
oFTHE RH
CHURCH OF ERISIAN DISCORDIANISN [}
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GOOD FOREVER H
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Sy 98 99

The Apostles of the Infinite Love
Pope Gregory XVII jean-Gaston Tremblay 1925-2011
) T

ey

The Sunday Assembly. s con,

nuary 2013, ovefiowing crowds attes

We cannot generalise
about new religions

But there are some
characteristics that

we might look forin
new new religions

Characteristics of " New New
Religious Movements

« First-generation membership
—i.e. Converts
—to a religion untested by time

« Atypical of population

Pope Michael | and Tickie

\CHE
Y EE N

GL@LGLgHKMANBHESIZﬁ UNITED

WSOy QXS T

Age distribution Children of God

1970s
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Characteristics of New Religious Characteristics of New New Religious
Movements Movements
= Converts « Converts

« Atypical of tion
* Charismatic leader
— Unbound by rl_d_qur ﬂ'ld.li_aol 2
> Face-to-face 1ry control
-)T?lp-down hierarchal authority
and communication structure

- Atypical of population
* Charismatic leader
—Followers believe there is
something special about
im/her
—Therefore give him/her
authority (i.e. legitimate
owell') over a large part of
heir lives

& 109 10 s 111

Top-down authority & communication structure Characteristics of New new

religious movements
Converts

* Top-down hierarchal authority and
communication structure

* Dichotomous world view

—Theological: Godly vs ic; light vs dark

—Moral: good vs bad; right vs wrong
—Temporal:  then vs now; before vs after
—Social: us vs them; saved vs damned

Interactions in ‘the cult scene’

Characteristics of New Religious
Movements
*+ Converts
« Atypical of population

* Charismatic leader

* Dichotomous world view

Different people
perceive more or less
different versions of

(social) reality’

* Suspicion & antagonism
from non-members

Sometimes we see the same thing
but give it a different value

Sometimes we look at
what is, objectively,
exactly the same thing
and yet we interpret it
in different ways
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s We tend to select what we Images of NRMs
The ‘real world out perceive according to our Tnterest[Selectin |Selectout
there’ may suggest but interests TR T TR
it does not dictate the This means that there are some P
way we construct our systematic differences
. 2 between our different v@% P e
images of it versions of reality “.
IS
121 122 123
Images of NRMs -
Tnterest | |Selectin |Select out Latagarnf KM
Them Interest  |Selectin |Select out
R S Tuth c Cond ok [ R U S ; : NRMs |Show Truth |Good Bad
ACM  |Control |Bad Good Evil & ACM  |Control Bad actions [Good acts;
| Anti-cult Ban actions gcts “g Ban ‘Normal®
Movement Naohal® Godly Sa}?\'m’ CC,S,W Show Wr?ng Sha.red
i P truth beliefs |beliefs
ﬁ g Al ‘ﬁ' TR
My Godis better ettad 2ibod yM Images of NRMs

than your God | [ bod oy oAt

AW 7177,

¢ o =N

1995 20 Mar Aum
Shinrikyo

 Interest Select in Select out
Show Truth [Good Bad

Good acts;
Ban ‘Normal’

Show trath Shared
beliefs

Ordinary,
Every-day

Control Bad actions

Wrong
beliefs

Shocking,
exotic

ia|Get &
keep
|audience |

2001Sep 11 Al Qaeda, Twin Towers, NYC

Bombing of ISKCON Temple, Manipur 2006
(5 USA & 3 French among dead/injured)
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12 THELAND OF
‘SMAKE BELIEVEL

awareness
NEetWOork’

Daily Mail Court Case

The Cult that
Brainwashedand
Breaks up Families

slide Sorter | "Office Theme" | 535 | | L—E@@ 20— U @®F
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Sun Myung Moon (1920-2012)

Unification Church

* Founded in Korea 1954 asthe Holy
Spirit Association for the Unification of
World Christianity

. bers popularly known as ‘

after their founder, Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)

« Since Moon’s death the UC has splintered
into three main schisms led by Mrs Moon
and two of his sons

146

147

Different kinds of control

* Physical control
—Mind can still be free when body
constrained
—Studies of K and Chi Pri!
of War (Robert Jay Lifton)
« Worked with only very few — most resisted
—(Stockholm syndrome)

Symbionese Liberation Army 1974

Different kinds of control
+Physicalcontrol
* Brainwashing
—Usually refers notto a
process, but to the end
result which is disapproved

of or incomprehensible to
the claimant

Slide Sortar | "Office Thama" | <48 |

Different kinds of control
2 Rhysicalcontrol
* Brain control

—The brain cannot function properly

—Drugs

—Lack of food

—Lack of sleep/ physical exhaustion

—Sensory deprivation or over-
stimulation

Deception

Some Unificationists used deception in persuading
people to attend the workshops and/or join the UC
However, this is not making the brain or the mind
ineffective

It is giving them false information with which to
imagine possible futures, and when they discover
the truth they can leave

However, it can be argued that itis less easy to leave
if one has, by the time one discovers the truth, made
friends and become affected by some other aspects
of the movement

The brainwashing claim

The UC exerts an irresistible
and irreversible control over
the individual

The individual has no choice
Something is done to him/her

Different kinds of control

* Mind control
—Hypnosis
* Not in any recognisable sense
—Persuasion?
—Influence?
* Weare all influenced
* Total influence — no other possibility?

Choice?

Capacity of an individual to reflect in the
present onimagined futures, drawing on
past memories, values, and personality
Variables:

1.Individual (with memories etc)
2.0ption A (to join UC)
3.0ption B (stay in society)
4.Social situation (UC workshop)

[ ralwelm = 100w (D—F———(4)
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Irresistible and irreversible .
Hypothesis to be tested TS Conclusion
If the individual has no choice because * 90% attending residential The Hypothesis that the UC was
the social situation (the UC workshop) workshop did NOT join the exerting irresistible and irreversible
is exerting mind control over him or Unification Church mind control techniques was
| her, then the only outcome would be * The majority of those who did join refutable and had been refutable

left of their own volition within 2

Option A (i.e. the individual would There must be at least something
join the UC) S i:arst 90% ofthe It cobort nf2nd about the individuals that
e: e“rationo l‘;niﬁ:aﬁofl‘i)st‘; ha‘\)re left distinguished those who ‘choose’
g @ to join from those who don’t

HypO thesi s 1l Comparing 3 groups: R e S u It

* CG control group
It is only particularly * WS those who attended the workshop UC<WS >UC
suggestible individuals e

> ¢ UC those who joined the UC
who were being placed If H, is true then UC would contain most
under mind control

The highest scorers on
‘suggestibility’ were a group to be
found in WS, although a minority
of the ‘suggestible’ did join for a
few days but then left

PR 4 hioh.

g the g
and CG would (by definition) be ‘normal’

i.,e. CG<WS<UC

Conclusion Can mind control ever occur? Some experiments

« It was not suggestibility to mind There are certainly cases where « Solomon Ashe
control techniques that made undue influence has been

people join the UC us.ed to persuade people to do
* There must be other characteristics things that they would not

F2ES otherwise have done —and,
of the individuals that made them indaad, they would hava actually

susceptible to the option of joining NOT wanted to do.
the UC

Amy’s Road to Terrorism

Which line is the longest?

1]

slide Sorter | "Office Theme" | <5 |

Some experiments

* Solomon Ashe
* Stanley Milgram
* Philip Zimbardo

1. Push -om indivi
Psychological dispositionprofile
* Achievement orientation’
— Wantad to BE someone;
« Idealistic
— Wanted to make world batter; to rid it of wrongs;
injustics; avil
« Spirituality/religion important
— But not just naval contemplation: wanted to DO
something

21

|.mesle = a00% O——0——@)f
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Push (b) from social environment 2. Pull from movement B. Within group
(i) Family: + Ideology: Anti-capitalist materialism: anti- Guru
+ Brought up in strict authoritarian structure dialectical materialism . Flt.he:-l&;re(fur,ldmnnonmd‘lme ; believed to
* Used to clear guidelines, uncompromising * Opportunity to DO something God/society wants; be infallible; direct hot-line to God (NB: this is usually
attitude and to BE someone (soldier for God; martyr) projection);
- Rebelling against father * Commitment — they care Dg:i’”""""gf larogy: SN
N P . sustify the means. P
(ii) Society: 2 — ritual; study — st
« Lack of answers/alternatives in society ;:pomnutv = M‘;::;:“" :;lv =) &, ::)renlli_romghd society ‘>tgm5°““;m
« Disillusion wi . A is * Means to achieve m of Heaven on earth — + Even if superior wrong, must ol uestioningly so
f:ﬂfﬁ;ﬂ,,nfxﬂ?mhm’ group effort rather than by self—i.c. Belonging :’i‘l:;“.‘:’&‘:.f’:".’:.??:;‘ thiwith iadwidnalsdoing own
hypocritical; apathetic; contrary to divine * Womb-like protection fits familiar authority + Questioning seen as disloy So sumptionbecause
authority structure; clear guidelines; uncompromising others don’t question that any doubts are my fault)
y 169 attitude 10 178
Sy 169 frg 170 Sy 171
* Hie hical authority (Spiritual &/or admini T < -
. -gon — increases sense of belonging —
TSI i e e excludes other people (and other thoughts Amy’s Process of Radicalisation
;"‘"f""gﬁ:‘: :" ”"‘P::‘:’i“m TS * Occupied continually, so little time for 7SN, EN
« Identity r as of the ele e Family :
(it aul aisters) helong igeiior Shavast thought: Sometimes (by no means alway_s) > exteras] P exteraal 3 exteraal 3 external
protect against outsiders exhaustion through lack of sleep: poor diet
* Group demands total loyalty and obedience above « Fear of punishment / \
interests of the individual
. iliatic oty > action> nsequ e>motivation—> acti
* Detachment, being cut off from family of origin Hupmiliation sexual abuse R R N ]

Means nidiers 4 g * Suppression of guilt, independent thought /
« detachment from outside world also means and ‘ordinary sentiments’ \
alternative beliefs and actions considered less =
* Dependence on group (for identity, money, = can lead to numbness — °I stopped feeling’ Jinternal-> internal-> intarnal > internal >
n, world-view) increases with time o= u

173 o

Change is inevitable
NRMs change more rapidly and radically than OLMs

Even ‘want to stay the to change in order to
be able to stay the same

Characteristics of New New Religious
Movements

Snapping out

* A small fundamentalist

= Converts

* Atypical of population All NRMs will be affected by, and need to respond to, both
Christian group * Charismatic leader internal and external pushes and pulls
- * Dichotomous world view Some changes will be specific to particular NRMs, but
* A small high demand SR R kS netaEaes others will be more general

Society also changes

directly in its attitude towards NRMs
gets other interests

indirectly in other ways that affect NRMs

And New NRMs are always appearing

Indonesian guru

*Change

* NRMs change more radically and rapidly

Scattering o

Changes in New New Religions

Specific General

Decisions &
contingency
(smcersal scrife; millessiems)

slide Sorter | "Office Theme" | B |

FEEER o= =]
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Charismatic Leaders die: prabhupada 1977,

The Source Family 1968-1975
/ Changes in New New Religions Hubbard 1986, Osho 1990, Berg 1994, Moon 2012

Specific General

Internal | Decisions & | Inevitable

contingency | Demographic
(mrerua) serie; mllession) | (aging; death

External

bA;ge distribution Children of God
T

Num|
1970s
1990s
ge
Q.
Sr 184 3 185  3p 186

Networking = multiple identities

vs sing e The /Us ’ Denominationalisation

« Accommodation to society

* ‘Normalisation’

* NB Not all groups
denominationalise — some stay
as sectarian

—JW; ExBr; Christadelphians; FLDS

Interactions in ‘the cult scene’

Officials
Legistasoes, Police, Law ¢

| “The Cult Scene”: Stage One
i (an exaggeration, of course)

- NRMs protest against society
+ ACM protests against NRMs
- Society engages in moral panic
- Scholars and ROGs protest against ACMs
« ACM protests against scholars and ROGs
= > 3-fold deviance amplification

—horrors; fear; deprogrammings; court cases (e.g.

Singervs scholars); demos; tragedies (e.g. BATF/
FBI vs Branch Davidians at Waco)

- the 1970s & 80s 'Cult Wars'

Changes in New New Religions

Specific General

Decisions & | Inevitable
contingencys| Demographic
(isteraal e nilleszion) | (azing; death of founder)
External | Social focus
on group

(acam; TWs;
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* Promotesand undermines authority of leaders

* Hosts virtual NRMs
—Including many of invented and hyper-religions
= Cannot be traced to divine revelation: explicitly human imagination

LAURENCE OLIVIER

* Enables networking of current & former members

Osho - Community = Franchise
NAM - Age of Aquarius=> New Spirituality

so that what they are can be
heard

¢ E.g. The Bore

(T

Infor
fc ion N tk on Religious Mo )

London School of Economics.
Houghton St,
London WC2A 2AE, UK
Tel: +44(0) 207 955 7654
Email: Inform@ILSE.ac.uk
www.Inform.ac
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. AN 2001Sep11 Al Qaeda, Twin Towers, NYC
‘The Cult Scene’: Stage Two Changes in New New Religions
More reliable information available Specific CoRotRl
Some ACMs & Scholars & ROGs —and
NRMs — increasingly interact and to Internal | Decisions & [ Inevitable
denominationalise 3 x 7
0 3 contingency | Demographic
More understanding and cooperation
between cult-scene actors External | Social focus Social
But schisms, new NRMs, ACMs & ROGs on group change
continue to emerge in new forms with (sce; medr TV, Wac | (1989 EExrope: chge i
new beliefs il ge=xl
194 195
i Arrival of the Internet
=
Some changes associated with www Some dramatic changes by 21 century C % = hod
D aion S e ommunication methods
— Favourable and critical ISKCON —W" Hippies to Hindu congregation 3 <
—Accurate and false UC- Unificati Smye - * Art is not mere reproduction
« NRM web sites giving information about - Unification to Internal fighting & schism 5
:;I:::s.'prmm;;mo"ryet;ws SRS CoG — practicing = virtual community 3 So_met'_mes we have to present
R T LR = SO things in a way that they are not
« Other websites giving negative information CoS - still high profile - winning cases ECtHR, UK




