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Overview & Rationale

Zoofolkloristics is the scientific study of the dynamic and reciprocal relationships between
human cultures and their surrounding environments. It examines how different societies
understand, classify, and interact with animals. The field encompasses traditional concepts
and symbols reflected in language, folklore, myths, beliefs, customs, and folk art, forming a
complex system of characteristics that define animals as mythological figures and construct
a more-or-less comprehensive cultural model of the animal kingdom, including
human—non-human relations.

The “animal turn” emerged as a critique of anthropocentric perspectives that had long
dominated the humanities. Rather than treating animals solely as symbolic representations,
metaphors, or cultural constructs, scholars such as Donna Haraway, Erica Fudge, Kari
Weil, Eduardo Viveiros de Castro, and Eduardo Kohn emphasize animal agency and the
complex entanglements between human and nonhuman lives. This approach highlights
human—animal relationships, the participation of animals in the production of knowledge
and culture, and the emergence of multispecies communities. As a result, the study of
human—animal relations has become a significant focus across numerous disciplines in the
humanities.

The characteristic features of animals in zoofolkloristics manifest at multiple levels:

e Linguistic level: ordinary and taboo names, proper names, euphemisms,
dysphemisms.

e Morphological level: special characteristics and changes in appearance, bodily
attributes indicating qualitative differences among animals.

e Social level: hierarchical status, gender, breed, quantitative characteristics,
relationships with other beings and objects, peculiarities of origin.

e Activity level: characteristic actions, functional orientation, cooperation with other
animals, roles in reproduction, application, and communication.

Other characteristics—such as acoustic and verbal expressions, physical and
psychological features, modes of existence (movement, appearance, disappearance), and
locative and temporal attributes—are closely related to activity-based features. Rituals and
practices involving animals also form an important part of the field.



This set of features enables researchers to construct a comprehensive picture of a given
worldview, identify the zoological code of cultural language, uncover its deeper meaning
and internal structure, and trace vernacular religion.

In folk culture, each animal character corresponds to a certain invariant set of
characteristics, which correlates with a specific set of features in each local tradition.
Certain attributes, predicates and characteristics of animals are selected and imbued with
symbolic meaning, whilst others are excluded from the cultural context. As a result, the
same animal may take on different—and often unrelated—symbolic meanings across
different traditions.

This volume aims to investigate how ideas about animals are manifested in language, ritual
practices, ethnobiology, ethnocosmology, and other cultural contexts. It also seeks to
analyze how individual perceptions of animals are transformed into generalized symbolic
meanings within folklore traditions.
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abbreviations or unspecified references. Include 5-10 keywords or short phrases in
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b) Abbreviations

Explain all abbreviations at first occurrence.

c) Section Headings
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d) lllustrations

Figures should be saved in separate files. Figure legends should be included in the main
text file.

All photographs, graphs, and diagrams should be referred to as Figure, numbered
consecutively (1, 2, etc.). Multi-part figures should be labeled with lowercase letters (a, b,
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e) Appendices

Supplementary material should be placed in an Appendix before the Notes and
References.

f) Notes

Use endnotes only. Bibliographic information belongs in the Reference section. Notes
should be indicated by consecutive superscript numbers and collected at the end of the
article. A source reference note should be indicated by an asterisk after the title and placed
at the bottom of the first page.
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Use your software’s cross-referencing features. Do not cross-reference page numbers.
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published in the same year should be distinguished by lowercase letters (a, b).
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