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Abstract: The digitisation and preservation of language and folklore sound col-
lections are highly relevant issues for many archival institutions in the Russian
Federation. The folklore archive of the Udmurt Institute of History, Language
and Literature in Izhevsk has not been an exception to this. The first folklore and
language recordings on analogue magnetic tapes appeared in the early 1960s. In
subsequent years, local folklorists and linguists made numerous expeditions to
survey all areas of Udmurtia and the neighbouring regions where the Udmurts
lived. Estonian researchers also participated in the recording of the Udmurt
language and folklore during expeditions both in Estonia and outside. The article
covers the joint efforts of Estonian and Udmurt scholars in collecting Udmurt
folklore and language materials, which are currently stored at the Estonian
Folklore Archives.
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The Estonian Folklore Archives (EFA) of the Estonian Literary Museum, which
celebrated the 90th anniversary in September 2017, has a long tradition of col-
lecting oral folk art. Its collections store folklore materials of various peoples
inhabiting not only the Republic of Estonia but also other regions.

The analysis of the catalogues of the Estonian Folklore Archives and avail-
able literary sources showed that the EFA collections contain also extensive
folklore recordings of the Uralic peoples (Finno-Ugric and Samoyedic), col-
lected from the late 1950s to the present. In the total volume of the EFA sound
collections these recordings make up about 10% or 16,914 recordings — 1,224
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storage units (Oras & Tamm & Vistrik 2009a: 234). Among these collections
the recordings of the Mordvins (Erzyas) (2,513 recordings — 328 storage units)
and Ingrian Finns (6,158 recordings — 233 storage units) are most fully repre-
sented. The Udmurt materials are presented somewhat more modestly — 730
recordings or 44 storage units.

The first recordings of the Udmurt folklore, dating from the years 1957-1959,
were made by Irina Travina, a researcher of the People’s Music Cabinet of the
Moscow Conservatory. These recordings were carried out on the territories of
the Yukamensky, Alnashsky, Balezinsky, Seltinsky and Karsovaysky (nowa-
days Balezinsky) districts of the Udmurt ASSR during expeditions organised
by the Folklore Commission of the Composers’ Union of the RSFSR. Apparently
at that time there was an agreement on the exchange of Finno-Ugric folklore
materials between this organisation and the Estonian Academy of Sciences or
the Estonian Composers’ Union.

In 1964, Sandor Kallés (Sandor Kallosh), a Soviet composer of Hungarian
origin, visited Sizner village in the Mari-Turek district of the Mari ASSR. There
he recorded an Udmurt rural choir headed by Semyon Romanov. Since these
materials were collected by Kallos as a member of the Folklore Commission of
the Composers’ Union of the USSR, later they were also transferred to the EFA.

A famous Hungarian musicologist, folklorist and ethnographer Laszl6 Vikar
(1966-1968) actively conducted recordings of the Udmurts in the Mari-Turek
district of the Mari ASSR as well as in the Baltasinsky and Kukmorsky districts
of the Tatar ASSR. As a rule, he worked together with his colleague Gabor
Berecki (1928-2012), also a well-known Hungarian linguist and collector of
singing folklore. Their recorded materials also ended up in the EFA.

In 1970 and 1973, I. Sviridova, a fellow worker of the People’s Music Cabinet
of the Moscow Conservatory, on the instructions of the Folklore Commission of
the Composers’ Union of the USSR, conducted recordings in the Debessky and
Sharkansky districts of the Udmurt ASSR. The materials were also transferred
to the EFA.

In 1973, joint folklore and ethnographic expedition of the Udmurt State
University and the Udmurt Scientific Research Institute of History, Language
and Literature (UdNII)! conducted recordings among the Udmurts in the Mari-
Turek district of the Mari ASSR and in the Baltasinsky district of the Tatar
ASSR. The recordings collected by this expedition are also stored at the EFA.

The first joint Estonian-Udmurt expeditions were organised at the very
beginning of the 1970s. Initially, these expeditions were mainly of a museum
nature. For the first time Kalju Konsin, a researcher from the Estonian National
Museum, came to Udmurtia in 1970 and then in 1973 (Riititel 1989: 80). During
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the 1970s-1990s Estonian research expeditions visited various regions where
local Udmurt groups lived (Udmurtia, Tatarstan, Mari Republic, Bashkortostan,
Kirovsky, Permsky oblasts and Krasnoyarsk Krai). Scientists, photographers,
artists, cameramen, students of the University of Tartu and the Estonian Acad-
emy of Art participated in the work of those expeditions. From the Udmurt side
researchers from the National Museum of the Udmurt Republic named after
Kuzebay Gerd, scientists and students of the Udmurt State University and the
Udmurt Scientific Research Institute were involved in the field studies. Mate-
rials of the Estonian-Udmurt expeditions of 1971-1993 are now stored at the
Estonian National Museum, and the video data shot by Aado Lintrop in 2002
and 2003 — at the Estonian Folklore Archives (Riuititel 1989: 85).

Folklore and folk music of the Udmurts, as also of other kindred Finno-Ugric
peoples, have always been of interest to Estonian researchers (Boiarkin 2006;
Karm 2013). But recordings of the Udmurt folklore began in the middle of the
1970s. In 1975, a well-known folklorist and musicologist Ingrid Riititel and an
archive sound engineer Olav Kiis recorded Mikhail Atamanov, a native of the
Grakhovsky district of the Udmurt ASSR, who came to study in the postgradu-
ate courses at the University of Tartu.

Aleksei Peterson, who for a long time had been working as the director of the
Estonian National Museum, was keenly interested in traditional folk culture
of kindred Finno-Ugric peoples as well as of the Udmurts. During the years
1977-1980 he visited several districts of the Udmurt ASSR: the Zavyalovsky,
Alnashsky and also the Vyatsko-Polansky and Malmyzhsky districts. In ad-
dition to collecting materials for documentary films on the ethnography of the
Udmurts, he also conducted folklore recordings.

Margarita Khrushcheva, a musicologist and researcher of musical folklore
of the peoples of the Volga region (today professor at the Astrakhan Conserva-
tory), recorded folk songs in the village of Uzey-Tuklya of the Uvinsky district
in Udmurtia in 1982. These recordings were transferred to the EFA via the
Folklore Commission of the Composers’ Union of the USSR, where she had
been working from 1980 to 1992. It was on her recommendation in 1985 that
Ingrid Riititel and Jaan Sarv, a musicologist from the Estonian Radio, visited
the same Uzey-Tuklya village where they recorded folklore of the Udmurts. In
the same year in Yoshkar-Ola, I. Riittel, together with A. Tammik, recorded
performances of a popular student ensemble Chipchirgan and other folklore
groups from Udmurtia.

Academician Paul Ariste, an outstanding Estonian scientist, was also inter-
ested in the language and folklore of the Udmurts. In 1983 in Tartu, together
with his colleagues, well-known Estonian folklorists Ottilie Kéiva, Kristi Salve,
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and Einar Sinijarv, they recorded Udmurt informants Svetlana Denisova (from
the Malopurginsky district) and Valentin Kelmakov (from the Kukmorsky dis-
trict of the Tatar ASSR).

In 1987, Marina Khodyreva and Tatiana Vladykina, researchers of the Ud-
murt Scientific-Research Institute, were on an expedition to the Udmurt vil-
lages of the Zuyevsky and Uninsky districts of the Kirov Oblast. Copies of the
collected recordings were transferred to the EFA, and the originals are kept in
the collections of the Udmurt Institute.

In 1990, Urmas Oras, a folklorist, and Janika Oras, an ethnomusicologist
and teacher of the Estonian Academy of Music and Theatre, recorded in Tartu
Tatiana Minniyakhmetova, born in Bashkortostan.

Aado Lintrop, a well-known Estonian ethnographer, repeatedly visited Ud-
murtia. For the first time in 1970, as a cameraman, he participated in the
filming of the Udmurt ethnographic material. Later, during joint Estonian-
Udmurt expeditions, he also recorded folklore material. For example, in 1992
he conducted folklore recordings in Izhevsk, in the Yarsky, Alnashsky and
Kiyasovsky districts of the Udmurt ASSR. In June 2002, together with the
Udmurt researchers Galina Glukhova, Irina Nuriyeva and Lidia Dolganova,
he visited the Agryzsky district of Tatarstan and the Krasnogorsky district of
the Udmurt Republic. During the same period, Aado Lintrop and Irina Nurieva
recorded several Udmurt folklore groups at the festival of Finno-Ugric peoples
of the Urals and the Volga region in Izhevsk.

Thus, from 1957 to 2003, through the joint efforts of Estonian and Udmurt
scientists, significant amounts of Udmurt folklore and linguistic recordings
were collected, which are now stored in the collections of the Estonian Folklore
Archives together with the recordings of other Uralic peoples. According to the
EFA staff, by 2009 only about 10% of these recordings had been digitized (Oras
& Tamm & Vistrik 2009b: 418). The small number of sound engineers and the
large volume of Estonian folklore recordings that need to be translated into
digital format do not physically allow to fully process the sound materials of
other Finno-Ugric languages stored in these archives. In that situation, it would
be better if Udmurt scientists, together with doctoral students studying at the
University of Tartu, and with the help of Estonian colleagues, made efforts to
digitize, describe and compile a catalogue of the Udmurt folklore and linguistic
materials stored at the Folklore Archives of the Estonian Literary Museum.
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NOTES

1

Later the Institute was renamed as the Udmurt Institute of History, Language and
Literature of the Ural Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, and now it has lost
its legal independence and joined the newly established Udmurt Federal Research
Center of the Ural Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences as a structural unit.

REFERENCES

Boiarkin, Nikolai 2006. Ingrid Riititel and Contemporary Finno-Ugric Ethnomusicology.
In: Triinu Ojamaa & Andreas Kalkun (eds.) Individual and Collective in
Traditional Culture / Individuaalne ja kollektiivne traditsionaalses kultuuris.
Toid etnomusikoloogia alalt 4. Tartu: Eesti Kirjandusmuuseumi etnomusikoloogia
osakond, pp. 191-206.

Karm, Svetlana 2013. Audiovizual’noe dokumentirovanie udmurtskikh religioznykh
obriadov v sovetskoe vremia. [Audiovisual Documenting of the Udmurt Religious
Rites in the Times of the Soviet Union.] Ezhegodnik finno-ugorskikh issledovanii
/ Yearbook of Finno-Ugrian Studies, Vol. 1, pp. 78-86. Available at http:/finno-
ugry.ru/Yearbook_Finno_Ugric_Studies/articles, last accessed on 6 October 2023.

Oras & Tamm & Vistrik 2009a = Oras, Ianika [Janika] & Tamm, Iaan [Jaan] & Viastrik,
Ergo-Khart [Vastrik, Ergo-Hart]. Zvukovye kollektsii finno-ugorskikh narodov
v Estonskom Fol’klornom Arkhive. [Sound Collections of Finno-Ugric Peoples in the
Estonian Folklore Archives.] Ezhegodnik finno-ugorskikh issledovanii / Yearbook
of Finno-Ugrian Studies 08, pp. 232—239. Available at https:/cyberleninka.ru/
article/n/zvukovye-kollektsii-finno-ugorskih-narodov-v-estonskom-folklornom-
arhive, last accessed on 6 October 2023.

Oras & Tamm & Vistrik 2009b = Oras, Ianika [Janika] & Tamm, Iaan [Jaan] & Vias-
trik, Ergo-Khart [Vistrik, Ergo-Hart]. Zvukovye kollektsii Ural’skikh iazykov
v Estonskom Fol’klornom Arkhive. [Sound Collections of the Uralic Languages
in the Estonian Folklore Archive.] Voprosy uralistiki 2009. Nauchnyi al’manakh.
St. Petersburg: Nauka, pp. 413-421.

Ridtel, Ingrid 1989. About Finno-Ugric Folk Music Activities in Estonia. International
Conference “Folk Music Today”, Tallinn, July 10-13, 1989. Abstracts. Tallinn:
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences of the Estonian Academy of
Sciences, pp. 3-18.

213



Victor Denisov

Victor Denisov (PhD) is an independent researcher in St. Petersburg, Russia.
He is a specialist in the Udmurt philology (phonetics) and general linguistics. He
is also an expert on the preservation of the sound heritage of minority peoples.

vicnicden@gmail.com



